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Senator Clarence William Nelson is nominated for Honorary Membership in ASLA by the Florida 
Chapter, not because of his title, but because of his character.  He is respected by Florida Chapter 
Members, democrat and republican, for his advocacy efforts and actions to protect Florida’s natural 
resources and scenic beauty.   
 
Bill Nelson is a true son of Florida, his family coming to the Panhandle in 1829; and, his grandparents 
homesteading in the early 20th Century on land that today is the Kennedy Space Center. 
 
From a spot near there Bill would launch into space in 1986 and spend six days orbiting the Earth aboard 
the space shuttle Columbia. 
 
Nearly three decades later, he still vividly recalls looking back at our planet from the window of the 
shuttle and not seeing any political, religious or racial divides. 
 
"From that perspective, you can see how we’re all in this together," he says. "If we could just remember 
that, we’d sure get a lot more done." 
 
It's that kind of perspective that has earned Bill a reputation as a thoughtful, moderate voice in an 
increasingly partisan political world. 
 
Nelson's public service career began in 1972 with his election to the Florida Legislature. He then served 
six terms in the U.S. Congress representing Orlando and the Space Coast becoming an early champion 
of the environment. 
 
In 1994, Nelson was elected to the Florida Cabinet as state Treasurer, Insurance Commissioner and Fire 
Marshal. During his six years in the post, he showed he was a common-sense problem solver and strong 
consumer advocate. 
 
Nelson was first elected to the U.S. Senate in November 2000. He stood up to the insurance companies, 
Wall Street banks and Big Oil. He exposed the lies of BP about the Gulf spill. And he created a blueprint 
forward for our nation’s space agency. Now in his third term, he is continuing to fight for lower taxes, 
better education, Medicare and Social Security.  
 
In 2010 the United Nations put the Florida Everglades back on the list of the world’s most endangered 
treasures thanks to a multi-year push led by Senator Nelson who pressed the group that keeps the list; 
the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 
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He is someone who believes public service is a noble calling which is why he's devoted his life to serving 
his community, his state and his country.    
 
Here are examples of his dedication to and love of our environment: 
 
Offshore Drilling:  Senator Nelson has worked consistently to keep offshore drilling away from Florida's 
coast in order to protect the state's tourism-driven economy, its unique environment and the country's 
vital military testing and training areas in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
He blocked Senate drilling legislation until it provided adequate protections for Florida, including a 125-
mile buffer off the Panhandle and a 235-mile no-drilling zone off most of the state's west coast. In 
addition, he was able to obtain written assurances from Senate leaders that they will not allow pro-drilling 
House members to weaken these important protections. 
 
While the Senate bill adequately protects Florida's interests, Senator Nelson believes the real solution to 
high gas prices is to conserve energy and continue developing alternative fuels. 
 
Arctic National Wildlife Reserve (ANWR):  Senator Nelson opposes drilling in the Arctic Refuge. The 
United States has approximately 3 percent of the world's oil reserves, meaning there is no way to drill our 
way out of the current energy crisis. Instead, we must increase our energy efficiency and develop 
alternative fuels. Additionally, when the Senate voted to open drilling in ANWR, he felt that it was 
inappropriate to include an ANWR drilling provision in a defense spending bill. 
 
Securing Funds for Florida Conservation Projects:  Senator Nelson secured $140 million in 2006 
federal funds for Florida conservation projects. This sum includes $137 million for the on-going 
Everglades Restoration and $3 million to help the state purchase and preserve Babcock Ranch. Babcock 
Ranch, one of the last pristine wildlife corridors in the state of Florida, is approximately 91,000 acres of 
forest and swamp land in Charlotte and Lee counties and is home to many species of wildlife, including 
the endangered Florida panther. He continues to work for additional conservation money including 
pushing the Senate leadership to consider an important bill that would help fund projects to improve the 
water quality of the Indian, Stuart, and Calooshatchee rivers. 
 
Arsenic in Wood and Drinking Water:  Responding to concerns about health risks from arsenic-laced 
playground wood, Nelson introduced legislation to protect children by banning all arsenic-treated wood 
products offered for sale in the U.S. Dozens of parks around Florida closed because of reports on 
elevated levels of arsenic in the soil around wooden playground equipment. 
 
Soon after Nelson's push to eliminate arsenic in treated wood, the EPA and the wood-preserving industry 
agreed to phase out the use of arsenic in residential wood. However, industrial uses for chromate copper 
arsenate (CCA) weren't included in the phaseout leaving many workers still at risk.  
 
Superfund:  Nelson helped start a five-year study of the health affects of pollutants in the Pensacola 
area. The city and surrounding area is home to several major Superfund sites. He also is helping 
Jacksonville with the clean up of neighborhoods polluted by waste from city incinerators. In south Lake 
County, Nelson is trying to help residents who live near the old Tower Chemical Co. plant, one of the 
nation's oldest Superfund sites, get water filters to protect them from the chemicals still leaking into the 
ground. 
 
During ASLA Advocacy Day visits, the Senator and his staff have always welcomed us, actively listened 
and responded favorably to our requests.  Collectively, they have a long record of supporting our 
profession.  Bill, himself, truly understands and appreciates Landscape Architects and Landscape 
Architecture.  We hope to have the privilege of welcoming him to our Society. 
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February 10, 2013 

 

ASLA Executive Committee 

636 Eye Street, NW, 

Washington, DC 20001-3736 

 

 

 

Dear ASLA Executive Committee: 

 

United States Senator Bill Nelson is being nominated for honorary 

membership in the American Society of Landscape Architects. I am pleased to 

support this nomination. 

 

Although I have only met Bill on a few occasions during his 40 years of 

service to our country, I have been his constituent for 20 years and I can say 

with confidence that he is a man of character on whom you would be proud to 

bestow this honor.  The Senator loves this country and the environment that 

makes it such a special home for us all.   

 

When the Florida Everglades was removed from the United Nations’ list of 

endangered sites, Bill approached Ken Salazar, Secretary of the Interior for 

help.  He took Secretary Salazar on a tour of the Everglades, pointing out how 

the ecosystem was in serious danger and needed federal protection and 

funding.  Endangered species were in decline and there had been drastic losses 

of sea grass in the Florida Bay.  The area was riddled with high levels of 

mercury.  The time he took, the passion he shared and the relationship he 

forged with the Secretary were instrumental in returning the Everglades to the 

protected list. 

 

I trust that you will give Senator Nelson’s nomination for honorary 

membership your full consideration.  He is a true leader, a consensus builder 

and a hero to the State of Florida and will represent your Society well. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Dana K. Worthington, ASLA, PLA 

Florida Chapter Trustee 
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